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QUALITATIVE SURVEY ON LESBIAN AND BISEXUAL WOMEN’S DRESS AND APPEARANCE

Instructions – please read carefully

· To complete this survey you must be a lesbian or bisexual woman aged 16 or over.

· If there are any questions that you’d prefer not to answer, please leave blank. 

· If you run out of space, please continue on the back of the survey and clearly indicate which question you are responding to.

· Please answer the questions as honestly and fully as possible.

· Thank you for taking part in our research – We hope it is a fun and enjoyable experience!

SECTION A

QUESTION 1

Before you came out as a lesbian/bisexual* (to yourself and/or to others) what did you think the average lesbian/bisexual looked like?

	


*Throughout the survey we use ‘lesbian/bisexual’ – if you are lesbian, please tell us what you thought the average lesbian looked like, if bisexual, what the average bisexual looked like and so on throughout the survey.

QUESTION 2

Have you made any changes in your appearance after coming out as a lesbian/bisexual woman? Please explain.

	


QUESTION 3

If you answered YES to QUESTION 2, were the changes you made to your appearance because of coming out as a lesbian/bisexual? Please explain.

	


QUESTION 4

What have you learned from other lesbians/bisexuals about what a lesbian/bisexual ‘should’ look like?

	


QUESTION 5

Why do you dress as you do?

	


QUESTION 6

Please describe your favourite outfit.
	


QUESTION 7

How recognisable or visible as a lesbian/bisexual are you in terms of your appearance?

	


QUESTION 8

Is it important to you to be recognisable or visible as a lesbian/bisexual in terms of your appearance? Please explain.

	


QUESTION 9

How important are other people’s impressions of you (based on your appearance)?

	


QUESTION 10

Do you make judgements about other people’s sexuality based on their appearance?

	


QUESTION 11

Do you use clothes and appearance to emphasise your sexuality?

	


QUESTION 12

Do you use clothes and appearance to de-emphasise your sexuality?
	


QUESTION 13
Is there anything else you’d like to add? Anything I should have asked about but didn’t?
	


SECTION B

DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
In order for us to learn about the range of women taking part in this research, we would be grateful if you could answer the questions on this form. All information will remain confidential.

1. Are you?
Lesbian
(
Bisexual
(
Other
(  (please specify)………………………..
2. How old are you? 
…………………….

3. What is your racial/ethnic background?
…………………………..

4.
Do you consider yourself to be disabled?

Yes
(










No
(
5. Which group best describes your social class?


Working class
(
Middle class
(
Upper class
(
6. Which of the following best describes your current situation?



In paid/self employment

(
Unemployed



(
Full-time student


(
Part-time student/employed

(
Other




(  (please specify ……………………)


7. If currently employed, please state your occupation 
……………………………………
8. Are you ‘out’? (please tick all that apply)

To Mother


(

To Friends


(
To Father


(

At Work/University

(
To Siblings
(

To Everyone


(
To Extended Family
(

To Partner


(







Not ‘out’


(
9. If ‘out’, how long have you been ‘out’ for?


…………….. years

……………. months

10. Are you involved with any lesbian/gay/bisexual/queer social or campaigning organisations and groups?

Yes
(
No
(
If yes, please specify

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

11. Do you spend any time on the ‘gay scene’ (e.g., at gay pubs, nightclubs, centres)?

Yes
(
No
(

If yes, please described how often to you frequent these venues (e.g., occasionally, regularly…)?
…………………………………………………………………………………………..

12. What is your current relationship status?

Single






(
Living apart same sex relationship


(
Living apart opposite sex relationship

(
Cohabiting same sex relationship


(
Cohabiting opposite sex relationship


(
Legally recognised relationship


(
(e.g.: civil union, marriage, civil partnership)

Thank you! Please return this completed survey and the signed consent form to the researcher. If you are a UWE student, you may also return the survey and consent form to the FAS assignment box marked “Psychology Level 3: Questionnaire Collection Point” near the G staircase (UWE Frenchay Campus). If you are not a UWE student, please either email your completed survey and consent form to Katherine.Spence@uwe.ac.uk or Victoria.Clarke@uwe.ac.uk, or post your completed survey and consent form (in separate envelopes if you wish to remain completely anonymous) to Victoria at the address below.
If you have any questions about this research please contact: Dr Victoria Clarke, School of Psychology, Faculty of Applied Sciences, University of the West of England, Frenchay Campus, Coldharbour Lane, Bristol BS16 1QY

Tel: 0117 93282176

Email: Victoria.Clarke@uwe.ac.uk
More space for your answers:













PAGE  
© Virginia Braun & Victoria Clarke (2013) Successful qualitative research: A practical guide for beginners. London: Sage. For use in teaching and learning only.

